
Structured Knowledge Building

Amplify ELA’s text sets are sequenced so that students build knowledge and vocabulary
across the year and into subsequent grades. In all cases, core texts meet the complexity
criteria for each grade and have been sequenced to build knowledge through steadily
increasing complexity of quantitative and qualitative measures and task considerations.

Moreover, each Amplify ELA unit provides a collection of texts that have been curated to
build systematic knowledge across a given topic. Within each unit, students collaborate to
build this knowledge through reading, writing, and speaking and listening, all grounded in
the evidence drawn from each text under study.

For example, in Unit 6D:The Greeks, students explore a number of myths, including an
excerpt from The Odyssey with which students examine the character traits that define
Odysseus during his meeting the Cyclops Polyphemus. In the following unit 6E, students
read Guadalupe Garcia McCall’s Summer of the Mariposas, a retelling of Homer’s The Odyssey
in modern times. Throughout the unit, students examine the traditional hero’s journey
structure and compare McCall’s characters to those in the original Odyssey (see Grade 6
example below). In the Grade 7 unit, Brain Science, students work with a series of
nonfiction texts about early and more current understandings of brain structure and
function. The unit supports their growing facility with central ideas, author’s purpose, and
text structure while also allowing them to make interdisciplinary connections to science
and psychology (see Grade 7 example below). Each grade also contains unique,
research-oriented Collection units. Each of these units is organized around a specific topic
and provides a rich collection of primary and secondary texts, images, and multimedia
sources that have been curated to build systematic knowledge across that given topic (see
Grade 8 example below).



Grade 6 Unit E : Summer of theMariposas

Student Writing Examples





Grade 7 Unit C: Brain Science

Student Writing Examples:





Grade 8 Unit F: The Space Race

Student Writing Examples:
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