
 Deep Knowledge Building: brown girl dreaming Unit 

The Reading Reconsidered curriculum is designed to build and reinforce students’ knowledge for two primary purposes: first, to provide all 

students with access to a complex text and second, to create interconnected networks of knowledge that enable the skilled reading of future 

texts. Each lesson includes relevant knowledge to support comprehension of the central text in each unit and uses deliberate practice and 

retrieval to build a strong base of knowledge in long-term memory. 
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The Knowledge Organizer highlights key terms 

students will work to encode into long term 

memory.   

Units provide repeated exposure to knowledge. These 

examples from the brown girl dreaming unit trace the 

introduction and reinforcement of two understandings: 

ancestry and memory. 

Each unit includes a Knowledge 

Organizer, a one-page document 

that organizes high-priority 

knowledge for students to store in 

long-term memory.  



 

Sample Lesson 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students unlock the memoir’s 

complexity with the knowledge 

they bring and build. 

Knowledge is introduced through 

direct instruction and students apply 

it to the text to support their 

comprehension and deepen analysis. 

      Introduction of the term memoir 

Students practice applying the 

concept of a memoir. 



  

Nonfiction articles are to introduce 

terms, explain references, or explain 

relevant concepts. Students apply their 

knowledge by responding to overlapping 

questions drawing on both texts.  

Students use the embedded 

text “Follow the Drinking 

Gourd” to understand 

Woodson’s allusion in the 

poem and learn about the 

author’s ancestry. 

Students use a variety of 

discussion and writing prompts 

to analyze the novel through a 

knowledge lens while developing 

other core skills.  

Students discuss and write 

about ancestry using different 

conjunctions to develop their 

thinking and vary sentence 

construction. 



 

 

  

Lesson plan provides additional 

questioning to support student 

understanding of a memoir. 

Daily Exit Tickets assess student 

understanding of the novel, often through a 

knowledge-driven lens. 

Students deepen their 

knowledge of memoir by 

reading a second short 

embedded text on the 

genre.  

Every lesson plan includes guidance to help teachers 

make knowledge purposeful and relevant for students 

and increase their investment. 



Additional Opportunities for Retrieval  

In addition to the knowledge introduced and reinforced in daily lessons through embedded texts and questioning, each unit includes further 

opportunities for retrieval, practice, and application of knowledge. 

 

 

Weekly Knowledge and Vocabulary Quizzes 

reinforce important knowledge in the unit. 

Frequent, low-stakes Retrieval Practice helps 

students encode knowledge into long-term 

memory. 



  

Vocabulary is considered an important form of 

knowledge and is explicitly taught. 

Students spend time practicing and applying 

their vocabulary knowledge.  



 

Evidence of Impact  

 Students are given a pre- and post-unit assessment 

that ask the same questions in order to gauge the 

extent to which they retain and apply knowledge of 

core concepts by the end of the unit.  

Pre-Assessment 

Post-Assessment 


