
What makes Louisiana’s ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022) innovative?

The Louisiana's ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022) curriculum helps all students read, understand, and express their
understanding of complex, grade-level texts. The new Louisiana ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022) units build students’
understanding and knowledge through text sets, compelling questions, and integrated reading and writing
activities.

In Louisiana’s ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022), students
● Explore central questions that connect units in a year-long pathway;
● Examine texts by diverse authors and about substantive topics;
● Engage in varied reading, discussion, writing, and presentation opportunities in class; and
● Experience integrated instruction and assessment leading to a comprehensive ELA experience.

Louisiana’s ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022) were designed with four guiding principles in mind.

Learning Community
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https://louisianacurriculumhub.com/


Knowledge
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Choice and Flexibility
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Coherent System of Instruction and Assessment

Everything that a student needs to meet the standards is provided in the ELA Guidebooks units and is openly
licensed. This includes a coherent system of curriculum-embedded assessments.
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Central Questions and Culminating Tasks

Level Unit Central Question Culminating Task Mode

Choose one
from each level Grade 3 Writing Mode

of CT

1

Stories
Julian Tells

How does storytelling
teach us lessons and
help us relate to
others?

What is a central message that the
author conveys in More Stories
Julian Tells? Students respond to the
question by writing a paragraph.

Literary Analysis

Cajun
Folktales

What can folktales
teach us about how we
should treat others?

Why is the rabbit a good animal to
play a trickster? Students respond to
the question by writing a paragraph.

Expository

2

Because of
Winn Dixie

Why is it important to
have friends who are
different from us?

How do the friendships Opal builds
develop a central message, or
theme, of the story? Students
respond to the question by writing
two paragraphs.

Literary Analysis

Treasure
Island

What is considered
treasure and why?

Select either Jim Hawkins, Long
John Silver, or Ben Gunn and
describe what happened to them
after the story.

Narrative

3

Louisiana
Purchase

How can making deals
benefit people in
different ways?

Explain who benefitted the most
from the Louisiana Purchase.
Students respond to the prompt by
writing two paragraphs.

Opinion

Voices in
America

Why is it important to
speak up for what you
believe in?

Choose one person you have studied
in this unit. How did this person’s
voice affect the United States of
America?

Expository

Application
Unit

School System/School Leader chooses the application unit to be completed
at the end of the year. The application unit will have three corresponding

writing prompts to each of the units. The students should respond to one of
the writing prompts.

Expository,
Narrative, or
Opinion
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Central Questions and Culminating Tasks

Level Unit Central Question Culminating Task Mode

Choose one
from each level Grade 4 Writing Mode

of CT

1

The
Whipping

Boy

What was life like in
Medieval Europe living
under the Feudal
System?

What do Jemmy and Prince Brat learn in The
Whipping Boy that communicates a theme of
the text? Students support their claim by
showing how Prince Brat and Jemmy’s
relationship changes to help them learn this
lesson. Students respond to the question by
writing three paragraphs.

Literary
Analysis

Hurricanes How do natural
disasters affect
communities both
negatively and
positively?

What are three ways hurricanes impact people
and communities? Students write 3 paragraphs
to support a claim statement by showing ways
that hurricanes have impacted people and their
communities in different ways.

Expository

2

The
Lightning
Thief

How do myths and
other stories help us
make sense of the
world?

How do the quests develop the themes in The
Lightning Thief and Where the Mountain Meets
the Moon? In an extended response, explain
each character’s quest. Then explain how the
quests are used to develop a common theme
across the two texts. Students respond to the
question by writing three paragraphs.

Literary
Analysis

Pushing Up
the Sky

What can reading
folktales teach us about
the past?

Students will write their own pourquoi tale that
incorporates narrative elements and a theme.

Narrative

3

American
Revolution

Why is it important to
have civil debates?

Was the American Revolution an act of treason
or a justified fight for freedom? Students
respond to the question by writing a three
paragraph letter from a specific point of view.

Opinion

Olympics How has ancient
culture impacted
athletic competition?

How has athletic competition changed since
Ancient Greece? How have the changes affected
the way we view athletics today?

Expository

Application Unit
School System/School Leader chooses the application unit to be completed at the end of
the year. The application unit will have three corresponding writing prompts to each of the

units. The students should respond to one of the writing prompts.

Expository,
Narrative, or
Opinion
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Central Questions and Culminating Tasks

Level Unit Central Question Culminating Task Mode

Choose one
from each level Grade 5 Writing Mode

of CT

1

The Birchbark
House

Why is it important to
learn from the stories of
the past?

How do the lessons that Omakayas
learns in each season reveal the
theme of the novel? Students respond
to the question by writing four
paragraphs.

Literary
Analysis

Making of a
Scientist

How does the process of
scientific inquiry lead to
the development of
advanced technology?

In an extended response, explain how
scientists were inspired to develop
advanced technology to study the
solar system.

Expository

2

Wonderstruck How does effective
communication develop
strong relationships?

In an extended response, answer the
following question: How do the details
and illustrations of Wonderstruck help
to develop the theme “effective
communication develops strong
relationships?”

Literary
Analysis

The Lion, the
Witch and the
Wardrobe

How can people
understand the same
experiences differently?

Retell a key scene from the text using
first-person point of view from a
specified character. Students respond
to the prompt by writing multiple
paragraphs.

Narrative

3

Shutting Out
the Sky

Why is it important to
maintain cultural identity
in a new community?

Was the American dream worth the
sacrifice? Students respond to the
question by writing multiple
paragraphs connected by a thesis
statement.

Opinion

Renaissance
Art

How has culture
influenced art?

Choose two examples of Renaissance
art that you learned about in the unit.
How did the Renaissance time period
impact the art produced?

Expository

Application
Unit

School System/School Leader chooses the application unit to be completed at the
end of the year. The application unit will have three corresponding writing prompts to

each of the units. The students should respond to one of the writing prompts.

Expository,
Narrative, or
Opinion
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