
Equitable Access to Content 

Wit & Wisdom® is a knowledge-rich English Language Arts curriculum for students in Grades 
K–8. At the program’s core is a supportive inquiry framework of strategic questions designed 
to guide teachers and students through reading, writing, and speaking about exceptionally rich 
and diverse texts. 

Wit & Wisdom students are immersed in content-rich classrooms, exploring fascinating topics. 

Grade Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4

K The Five Senses Once Upon a Farm
America, Then and 

Now
The Continents

1 A World of Books Creature Features Powerful Forces Cinderella Stories

2 A Season of Change The American West CIvil Rights Heroes Good Eating

3 The Sea Outer Space A New Home Artists Make Art

4 A Great Heart Extreme Settings
The Redcoats Are 

Coming!
Myth Making

5 Cultures in Conflict Word Play
A War 

Between Us
Breaking Barriers

6
Resilience in the 

Great Depression
A Hero’s Journey

Narrating the 

Unknown: Jamestown
Courage in Crisis

7
Identity in the Middle 

Ages
Americans All (WWII) Fever Language and Power

8
Poetics and the 

Power of Storytelling
The Great War What is Love?

Teens as Change 

Agents

Wit & Wisdom Modules



To read a book for the first time is to make an 
acquaintance with a new friend; to read it for 
a second time is to meet an old one.

—Chinese proverb

Module Summary: 
Grade 1, Module 1, A World of Books

A World of Books harnesses Grade 1 students’ 
inherent desire to read and learn. Through inspiring 
texts, students journey to new places, meeting 
diverse characters whose lives change positively and 
irrevocably because of books. With each new text, 
students construct more knowledge and collect more evidence about how and why children 
everywhere read in order to answer the Essential Question: How do books change lives around 
the world?

Texts

What sets Wit & Wisdom apart is its approach 
to the material: Students are fully immersed 
in literature, informational text, and fine art 
through a framework that establishes deeply 
thoughtful inquiry. Paintings, photographs, and 
music are not ancillary but wholly integrated 
into lessons. 
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G R E A T  M I N D S A group of education leaders founded the nonprofi t Great Minds in 
2007 to defi ne and encourage content-rich comprehensive education for all American
schoolchildren. In pursuit of that mission, Great Minds brings schoolteachers together in
collaboration with scholars to craft exemplary instructional materials and share them with the 
fi eld. Great Minds’ Eureka Math™ is the only comprehensive math curriculum aligned to the new 
standards at every grade. 
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A  W O R L D  O F  B O O K S  Some people have climbed mountains just to 
fi nd books. Others have trekked to libraries on boats, or even on elephants. How far will people go 
to share knowledge? Books like My Librarian Is a Camel and Waiting for the Biblioburro will help 
you explore the question: How do books—and the knowledge they bring—change lives around the 
world?

M O R E  M E A N I N G F U L  E N G L I S H Great questions help us understand 
texts and artworks. As you read books or examine artworks, you’ll ask questions and think about 
why writers, illustrators, or painters might have made the choices they did. Take time to think 
about what you notice and to share what makes you wonder. As you begin each text and examine 
each work of art, ask yourself: What do I notice and wonder?

G R A D E  1  M O D U L E S
1. A World of Books
2. Creature Features

3. Powerful Forces
4. Cinderella Stories
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The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere (1931)
Grant Wood, American, 1892–1942
Oil on masonite
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York
Arthur Hoppock Hearn Fund, Image copyright ©The Metropolitan Museum of Art. Im-
age source: Art Resource, NY ©Figge Art Museum, successors to the Estate of Nan Wood 
Graham/Licensed by VAGA, New York, NY. http://www.vagarights.com.



Teacher Guidance

Wit & Wisdom equips teachers with a flexible, yet predictable process for deep reading of 
complex texts. Lessons are structured with a purposeful progression that enables students 
to access, understand, and analyze these texts. This progression consists of five Content 
Stages: Wonder, Organize, Reveal, Distill, and Know. Shaping each lesson is a Content Framing 
Question that guides students’ exploration of a text and indicates where they will land in the 
lesson’s learning







 “I really like that the topics are covered in so 

much depth. It really builds students’ curiosity 

and interest.”

—Mara Gilstrap 

Humboldt County data and implementation story 

“Students are learning for themselves, discovering, and growing. They 

are digging in, talking, and writing so much more. We never had so much 

excitement about literacy instruction. Wit & Wisdom is absolutely challenging, 

but it’s also exactly what our kids need.”

—Sarah Stallings 

Rogers Public Schools data and implementation story 

https://gm.greatminds.org/witwisdom/thoughtful-wit-wisdom-implementation-has-been-key-to-buy-in-and-success
https://gm.greatminds.org/witwisdom/productive-struggle-helping-students-and-staff


Volume of Reading

Students read deeply on topics through module-based volume of reading.  Each module 
contains a curated Volume of Reading text list, which includes quality texts that add to the 
module knowledge and offer students choices at varying levels of complexity. 

Based on the Content Framing Questions, a set of Volume of Reading Reflection Questions 
appears in the Student Edition of each module, giving students guidance and structure to apply 
the Content Framing Questions independently to books of their choice.



Based on the Content Framing Questions, a set of Volume of Reading Reflection Questions 
appears in the Student Edition of each module, giving students guidance and structure to apply 
the Content Framing Questions independently to books of their choice.



“It gives me goose bumps to walk into a school. The kids are so 

engaged, there’s no down time,” Kimble says. “They’re talking 

about books all the time—in PE class, at lunch, everywhere.”

 —Sean Kimble 

Lauderdale County Schools data and implementation story 

https://gm.greatminds.org/witwisdom/after-early-success-in-grade-3-other-teachers-wanted-wit-wisdom-for-their-student-too

