GEODES Learning to Read

Before independently reading and writing about complex texts, students must master the building
blocks of reading and writing. Wit & Wisdom® must be implemented along with a systematic,
research-based foundational skills program. Wit & Wisdom lessons do not explicitly teach
foundational skills other than fluency, which is explicitly and comprehensively addressed.

Wit & Wisdom lessons are designed to reinforce the teaching of foundational skills with
phonics-aligned, readable texts called Geodes®. Geodes bridge K-2 students’ application of
sound-spelling patterns with deep knowledge building around topics studied in Wit & Wisdom.

In Levels K through 2, Geodes are accessible and readable because they directly correspond
with the sound-spelling patterns taught in related phonics units. They also correspond to Wit
& Wisdom read-aloud texts. Individually and collectively, these modules empower students
with the literary, historical, scientific, artistic, and cultural knowledge required for successful
thinking and citizenship. In each module, students encounter quality texts that influence,
extend, and often challenge their knowledge of the world.
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Exploring Inside Geodes®

Inside Geodes is the teacher resource for Geodes. Inside Geodes includes a comprehensive
introduction to the module design and components and provides suggestions for
implementation. Each book has an accompanying Book Note. Book Notes offer flexible
teaching opportunities for each book through a scannable, consistent structure. The Book
Notes help educators understand the features of each book and provide multiple options for
instruction.
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Comprehension Discussion Guide

General
*  What b this book sbost?
*  What are the settings?
* Whatls the protilem?
*  What b the resclution™
Specific
*  What b a groap of flh called?
* A group of fish is called & school.
* Wiy do the flah “stick in & bunch™?
= They “sickin & bunch”ts stap sk
+ Wiy o the birds sy “Our group's a gift?
+ Tt growg i a it beocaiee it has rman
e o apet the hawk
= T group ina gift beoaisee it helps to keep
the birds safe.

* Wiy would a sheep say, "Stick with us—it's
Four bt bet™?
= Asheepssould say that bevasse sticking
together sill help kheep the shevp safic
= Asheep would say “Tr's pour best bet*
Becass sticking topether will help them face
Ehe fux

= How o the animals in this book stay asfe from
predators?
= Theanizaals pather in groups o stay safe.

= Some animals stay safe in groups by
confusimg the predators Others sty safe in
s by s0aPing awals the predatons.

2 The fish arv saimeming

prodlators. Thiss balls can bo i 15 85 feit wida.

3 The sharks have long Thay
rale which thay use to steack proy.

8 The b bird has striped wptor. B birds th They are
wings. knowen for their great eyvsight, sharp claws, and hoolosd beaks.

14 There are drawingsand  The About the Animal Growps page Bames the animal groups
page.

Teachable Moments

Text Structurs | Identifying the Narrator

A narrator ellsa soey. e th but net
abways.
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Awuthor's Craft | Understanding Figurative Language

Authors chose words 1o add description or dotail 104 book. Scme tines thase descriptive words moan
O pagges 4, the wuthsor writes, “This shark hears the dinner ball”
‘Thvtt plirasé: “Thésars the dinneer bll” means that it is time to sat. The shark s not hearing an actual bl

Asc: *Whaat dhowss thi sheark want to eat™

fiak by writing, "W swish
the phiris “cast a spell” means o distract”

Ask: “What do the fsh do to-cast a spell on the shark™

1L” In this sntesce,

Response Journal Ideas

= Write about seseth st mew you beried from this book.



