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Learning and Accessing Deep Knowledge 

In the EL Education K-8 Language Arts Curriculum, we have built rich sets of texts—ranging from novels to 
scientific articles to speeches—around the topics in the modules that allow students to build the skills and 
knowledge they need to meet the standards, complete meaningful tasks, and build their literacy muscles.  

When choosing texts for the EL Education Language Arts curriculum, we ask ourselves what opportunities a 
text provides to teach students about the topic and to be a resource for the tasks we are asking them to 
complete, and because the tasks are always tightly aligned to the standards, we ask ourselves if the text is 
significantly complex and will allow students to meet the standards. Students interact with texts in two main 
ways in the curriculum: Some texts are complex, which students will read closely; and there are additional 
texts on the topic that ensure that each student experiences a volume of reading at his/her/their independent 
reading level.  

The organizing principle of the read-think-talk-write cycle is used in daily lessons to allow students to 
synthesize evidence, play with ideas, develop arguments, and “rehearse” various forms of communication. It is 
highly supportive of multilingual learners, who benefit from oral processing and the social construction of 
knowledge, and, in general, of the varied learning styles represented in classrooms.  

 

Grade 1, Module 2: What’s up in the Sky: A Student of the Sun, Moon, and Stars 
In this module, students build their literacy and science skills as they engage in a study of the sun, moon, and 
stars. The module begins with a story about a young boy named Elvin who is curious about the sun, moon, and 
stars. Elvin wants to learn more about the sun, moon, and stars and shares his wonderings and artifacts he 
receives along his journey with the first-grade students. In Unit 1, students study the sun, moon, and stars 
through various narrative texts and begin to understand how and why the sun, moon, and stars inspire 
authors. Students respond to texts through role-play and written response. In Unit 2, students focus their 
study on the science concepts of observable patterns in the sky as they relate to the sun, moon, and stars. 
Students engage in a close read-aloud of What Makes Day and Night by Franklyn Branley and a focused read-
aloud of Does the Sun Sleep? Noticing Sun, Moon, and Star Patterns by Martha E.H. Rustad. Students track 
their observations of the sun, moon, and stars in pictures and videos in a Sky notebook. 
 

Required Texts  
These are the required texts that the module lessons have been designed around and that all students will 
read: 

• Does the Sun Sleep?: Noticing Sun, Moon and Star Patterns, Martha E. H. Rustad (RI, 370; one per 
classroom) 

• Kitten’s First Full Moon, Kevin Henkes (RL, 360, two per classroom) 

• Papa, Please Get the Moon for Me, Eric Carle (RL, AD310; one per classroom) 

• Summer Sun Risin’, W. Nikola-Lisa (RL, N/A; six per classroom) 

• Sun and Moon, Lindsey Yankey (RL, N/A; one per classroom) 

• What Makes Day and Night, Franklyn M. Branley (RI, 230; six per classroom) 

• What the Sun Sees, What the Moon Sees, Nancy Tafuri (RL, 260; six per classroom) 

• Why the Sun and the Moon Live in the Sky, Elphinstone Dayrell (RL, 570; one per classroom) 

• “Elvin, the Boy Who Loved the Sky,” 2016. Written by EL Education for instructional purposes. (RL; 
included in the module materials) 

• “What are They?: The Sun, Moon and Stars,” 2016. Written by Vaishali Joshi for EL Education for 
instructional purposes. (RI; included in the module materials) 
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• “What We See: The Sun, Moon, and Stars,” 2016. Written by Vaishali Joshi for EL Education for 
instructional purposes. (RI; included in the module materials) 

 

Recommended Texts  
This is a sample of the texts, of a variety of levels, that are recommended for students to read during 
independent reading time to build more knowledge about the topic: 

 
 

Unit 1  
In Unit 1, students launch their learning about the sun, moon, and stars by focusing on literary texts about 
these celestial objects. In the first part of the unit, students explore the unit guiding question--"Why do 
authors write about the sun, moon, and stars?"--by participating in a cycle of inquiry through observations and 
literature. 
 
During the second part of the unit, students complete a series of focused read-alouds, in which they explore a 
number of literary texts. Each text is read over the course of two lessons: students answer text-dependent 
questions, complete a Story Elements board to track the elements of the text, participate in role-playing to 
make better sense of what they are reading, and write in response to text. Students also gather language from 
these stories and begin to build a Word Wall with words used to describe the appearance and movement of 
the sun and moon.  

 
Spotlight on Lesson 2 
In this lesson, students hear a read-aloud of the text Why the Sun and the Moon Live in the Sky before 
participating in a structured discussion about why authors write about the sun, moon, and stars. After the 
discussion they write to reflect on the discussion question.  
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Lesson overview: 

 
 

 

Teacher Guide: 
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Spotlight on Lessons 3-7 
In Lessons 3-7 of Unit 1, students participate in a close read-aloud of the text Summer Sun Risin’ by W. 
Nikola-Lisa. Through this close read-aloud students strengthen their ability to understand and converse 
with their peers about the text as they hear it read aloud multiple times and engage actively through 
interactive role-playing, and text-dependent questions. 
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Unit 2 
In Unit 2, students delve more deeply into their study of the sun, moon, and stars, focusing specifically on 
observable patterns in the sky. Throughout the unit, students engage in a predictable cycle of instructional 
activities that include reading a text, engaging in an interactive experience, writing as a class to synthesize 
understanding, writing independently to answer a specific question, and, finally, engaging in a small group 
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conversation to discuss that question. Students are introduced to the Science Talk protocol and use it to share 
information and build onto others' ideas.  

 
Spotlight on Lesson 3 
In this lesson, students participate in a Language Dive, a routine in which students deconstruct, reconstruct, 
and practice language and syntax, in the text What Makes Day and Night? 
Language Dive teacher guide: 

 

 
 
Unit 3 
In Unit 3, students continue to reflect on where the sun and moon appear in the sky and what happens when 
the sun and moon are at different places in the sky. They read the book What the Sun Sees, What the Moon 
Sees by Nancy Tafuri first to understand the content as readers, and then again as a mentor text to study the 
author's craft. Students also closely view images and videos of urban, suburban, and rural areas at night and 
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during the day to strengthen their schema around what the sun might "see." Students work with one another 
to draft a class narrative poem titled "What the Moon Sees," which describes the moon, its position, and what 
is happening with animals and people during that time of night. 
In the second half of the unit, students plan and write their own individual narrative poem, "What the Sun 
Sees" (with a beginning, middle, and end. 

 
Spotlight on Lesson 4 
In this lesson, students read a verse of narrative poetry and then write a verse of narrative poetry as a class.  
Student planner: 

 

 
 

 


