
Equitable Access to Content
Amplify CKLA increases literacy and background knowledge across subject areas with
informational and literary texts organized coherently to build students’ reading,
writing, listening and speaking skills.  Each text, whether a Student Reader or a
Read-Aloud, includes explicit instructions in the Teacher Guide for facilitating
interactive and guided experiences with text.

Grade 3 Unit 5: Light and Sound
Unit 5 Light and Sound features both informational and narrative texts that focus on the science

behind light and sound. The Student Reader, Adventures in Light and Sound,  is informational and

includes chapters on light sources, shadows, mirrors, reflection, refraction, color, etc. as well as

characteristics of sound, including the human voice. Inventors Alexander Graham Bell and Thomas

Edison are profiled in two biographies that will become sources for a multi-day research project. The

Read-Aloud is a fictional story about two old friends, one an artist and the other a musician, who in

their advancing age are experiencing difficulties with seeing and hearing, respectively. Each

character shares their experiences and information about light and sound with two grandchildren.

The Reader and Read-Aloud texts support and complement each other on the topics of light and

sound.
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Teacher Guide: Reading

In this lesson, students will read to themselves and answer guiding questions. They will also do a

hands-on group experiment with flashlights to reinforce what they learned about how the distance

of the object from a light affect the size of a shadow and share their observations with the whole

group.
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Teacher Guide: Read-Aloud

In this lesson, students continue to hear the story of the two old friends and learn more about how

light moves and passes through certain materials but cannot pass through others, creating shadows.
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