
Bookworms uses full-length trade books to build knowledge (and for most aspects of literacy
instruction) which is deeply satisfying to students. Students engage in reading high-quality
grade-level texts through shared reading and read aloud multiple times daily. Each time it is for a
different purpose. The differentiated skills block pinpoints student learning of foundational skills
in a way that accelerates all students’ progress and is straightforward for teachers to
implement. The instructional protocols are clear and simple for teachers to follow; they logically
connect from one day to another.

In both the Read Alouds and the Writing lessons, students interact with the teacher and with
peers. The first set of routines in ELA is Read Alouds. During ELA Read Alouds, teachers build
background knowledge, discuss text structure, and model explicit vocabulary instruction.
Teachers and students both engage in discussions about the text. The second set of routines in
ELA is Writing instruction. Our Writing instruction across grade levels is informed by the
research-based writing strategy instruction. We apply that research base to the reading and
writing genres in current standards: opinions, narratives, and informational. The research base
guides us to identify a specific product for each day, plan specific modeling to show students
how to generate that day's product, gradually reduce teacher support over time, and plan for
collaborations in small groups and pairs. In kindergarten and first grade, we also focus on the
construction of sentences with subjects and predicates as a foundational writing skill for all
genres.

Grade 3, Module 3, Unit 3: Exposing Injustice
This Culminating Task allows students to make connections to equal rights and injustice
content. Students strengthen their knowledge and become more fluent in opinion writing.



Grade 5, Module 2, Unit 2: History of Civil Rights
This Culminating Task shows students using multiple sources to conduct research and write
with textual evidence.

Students apply revision and editing skills
from prior writing lessons.



Students are able to demonstrate their informative writing skills by conducting research as it
relates to the Civil Rights Movement.


