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Equitable Access to Challenging Texts 
ARC Core Units include all recommended texts to ensure equitable opportunities for all students to 
learn. Each unit provides a coherent collection of connected texts that build content and vocabulary 
knowledge through reading, writing, listening, speaking, and language. Text collections are designed to 
give all students—multilingual learners, striving readers, and advanced readers—daily practice with 
grade-appropriate texts. Engagement with a wide variety of texts prepares students to complete a final 
writing project connected to both the unit and the students’ interests. 

Grade 3 Unit 4: Marine Life 
From tiny crawfish scurrying along the ocean floor to whales that are 100 feet long, marine life comes in 
many shapes and sizes. However, all creatures share certain acts of surviving and adapting to their 
habitats. As the class explores Marine Life, students will participate in an academic community as they 
read, write, research, and debate knowledge together. Each student will become an expert on one 
marine animal. By the end of the Unit, they will be able to say to you, “Ask me ANYTHING about my 
marine animal.” 
 
All students access at or above grade-level texts on Marine Life that are exemplary in terms of both 
content and craft. Teachers use the core texts to help students learn the key science concepts (e.g., 
physical characteristics) through a combination of shared reading, writing activities, and direct 
instruction in preparation for their independent research. Students will then read deeply, working to 
learn everything they can about their individual topics. Across the unit, the research questions connect 
the foundational academic activities of writing, reading, speaking, and research as students analyze 
evidence from multiple sources. 
 

Classroom Sets of Core Texts: Save the Ocean, Chapter 2 

 

 

Additional Core Texts 
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Teacher Guide: Grade 3, Unit 4                                                            

 
 

Marine Life Lab Notebook 
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Teacher Guide: Grade 3, Unit 4 

 

Marine Life Research Library 
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Student Graphic Organizer 
 

 
 

Student Writing Sample  
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