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Deep Knowledge Building

Knowledge about the world develops across four units, as students dig deeply into science content
like marine life, social studies content like U.S. states, and literature content like traditional tales.
Through extensive reading, writing, research, and analysis, students learn new information, develop
vocabulary, build expertise in a wide variety of disciplines.

Students are guided to think about how knowledge is presented and organized when reading and
writing in three modes of informational, argument, and narrative writing, including the choice of
appropriate text structure, vocabulary, and craft. Engagement with a wide variety of texts prepares
students to complete an authentic final writing project related to both the knowledge-building unit and
students’ interests. Students plan, draft, revise, edit their project to produce an accurate written
representation of their learning and present to authentic audiences.

Every Teacher Guide includes daily lessons, sample unit calendars, pacing guides, and explicit
guidance on how to facilitate a comprehensive study of the structures of the genre in each unit. Units
are accompanied by research questions, graphic organizers, and rubrics, as well as publishable
quality texts and an extensive research library that reflects a range of complexity and text types
appropriate to the unit under study.

Every Lesson Seamlessly Integrates

Content and Language Arts

Complex Texts and Tasks

Grade-Level Science and

Social Studies Applied to

Student Research
Research Card

Tier 2 and 3 Viocabulary

Grade-Level Text

Coached Application

Research Scaffolds

Multi-Leveled Research Library

Wiiting Product

Final Project

Student Authored Text

Crade-Level Reading and
Writing Standards

CCSS RL5.2 Rubric

as from the text,

Identify the key details that best support
your first main idea

L, Expluia bow these key detuis suppoct this
.
main idea.

| pt, Mentifythe ey deail that best support
your second main idea.

Explain how these key details support this
id
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Teacher Guide: Grade 5, Unit 2 Ecosystems (Informational Research Unit)
Week 5, Day 2: Interactive Read-Aloud Sample and Writing to Text

Research Card

: ANIMAL
ADAPTATIONS

Reader: Room:
Select an animal to research.

Research Questions:
1. Describe the animal's behavior and explain how these
adaptations help it survive.

2. Describe the animal’s physical characteristics and explain how
these adaptations help it survive.

3. Describe the biome in which this animal lives. What are the
biggest survival challenges in this biome? What adaptations.
help the animal to survive in its biome?

4. Diagram this animal’s food web. What
adaptations help the animal find
food and avoid being eaten?

5. Chart the stages in this animal’s
life cycle. What adaptations
help the animal to successfully
grow and reproduce?

Day 3 Lesson Focus: Become Experts on RQ #6

Grade Level Instruction. Differentiated Support
Read/Weite/Discuss Complex Text Reading Lab.
20-40min. 20-40 min.

Read/Write/Discuss Complex Text
1. Establish Today’s Learning Goal: RQ #6

By the end of today each of you will be an expert

Each Resesrch Question

)

. Pre-Reading: RQ #6
Capture/Tnspire/Make It Real

3. Close Reading of Informational Text
Goal: Determine What the Author Is Saying/Learn RQ

Unpacking the Key Key Concepts
Concepts in a Rescarch Selecta rich
Question

Science concepts at the heart of today’s Research Question. The class will read and
dec st

(1-2 pages at most).

essentialidea/Standarnd
Unit of Study. If you focus. Read Text

on ensuring all Joud, indior Independss
students understand ths idea, ot : - o

i
pis o their own worlds

Decide what will dence of . ke thic lear 1o the

class.
Introduce Key Concepts Using RQ #6 FPO Pages

Hiave alarge version of the FPO page for RQ 6 upon the board. Use the FPO pages

7l

your
class will read today.

Pt Ongris T
—

RQ #6: Threats to Survival
P [

the Model/Guided Practice: RQ #6

pair/Share: pairs to answer

et

‘What is the author saying about RQ #67 How do you know? Why does it matter to our
study of Animal Adaptations?

- Explain.
- Give an cxample.
- Citethe BEST pice of eat evidence.
L i anythi

Formative ot
youneed to clanfy.
+ I there a common misunderstanding to address?

concept?

+ Arethere
be successful with their independent research?
. Write to Text: RQ #6
Set Writing Prompt

Work with your pa
1his FPO page for RQ#6.

.

‘noteson their own rescarch topics)
Guided Practice/Students Write
Students complete answers to the Writing Prompl

upandhelp a peer.

Week 4: Day3 185 186 Week 4:Day3

Teacher Guide: Grade 5, Unit 2 Ecosystems (Informational Research Unit)

TENDAROERWS

5 Belnow ior m'v:i‘ Sw—ww\
6 Help LT ehc\w\qem{, Lo
7. Helpis on The wayl.

More sure o e
Fun Toehs!

Week 9, Final Project: Student Writing Sample

#r o

P S
Liors heed o lorge territory +o hunt it Human
exparsion has Taken o mandh of Hhe e SsRy
land fer Ltons to hant ta.

Huraone
Pgm;\(\n\o, is & hwnoe Hareot o lions. Most tions
live on researvesbut ufortunotely +hot dossd
sop poadrers Fror killipg Troms for Ynerr +eelh,
das, L\Qo\js, none, and Tur. Ranchers, V\;H \igins
Yo protect Hheir «.o\H\e‘.erom olso o,e* t\\eg
n TrOWpS WERNT TOr OTARY animals.

0R0

Lion Parts Poachers want!

dbtorrnacia
Centnries ogs, fers \ived Nor i AW\G\'"(L(?\,
Ewrope,snd Africo, bt for wakeown they
Jisopponced Fropn Novkn Anerics ond Eweope.Even
ooy Vo e d"ssm‘:ewﬁ‘(\g«TV\w\‘f\s Yo Aumons, Hae \ion

w?v\\m‘\'\o\f\ o declined Fropn odond 400,000 10
obant 20,000 s e st siriving Asiatic Lions

Live Tn o sonturary.
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Teacher Guide: Grade K, Unit 4 Entomology (Informational Research Unit)

Topic 1, Lesson 2: The Evidence for WOW Facts

Evidence for “WOW!” Facts
Topic 1, Lesson 2

I . Priwnid At
Background Information .
‘Continue to inspire students’ interest in the study of bugs. If there was a particular area of interest
‘that arose yesterday, on that today (eg. show a clip of ants moving large
objects; if students discovered that beetles are the largest group in the Animal Kingdom, project

an image search o see the diversity of the 350,000 species).

Classroom Setup and Materials
Supplies

“WOW!" Fact Rubric: Create a large poster 1o show students how 1o explain what they learn
using text evidence.

“WOW!" Fact Rubric

gt | leamed 4

I know thi because it says.

e

ar
I know fhis becouse the pichure
nows.

2 pis.| Proficient Answer (@)

Flash Cards for new Power Words and Word Wall IE'
i

New Center Suggestions
‘Writing Center: “WOW!” Books

Provide materials for students to make Yellow “WOWY" Books. Use  stem like WOW! Did yoit

o that.

1.2

1.2

Moming Interactive Science e ‘entars Reading. Music/Dramal Morning Interactive Science . Reading Music/Drama/
Mesting ‘ Read Aloud Lb ‘ Weiting Centors Lab Literature Meeting | Read-Aloud Lab Writing Centers Lab Literature
T
- . < » i L
Science Lab: Evidence for “WOW! 5 Ty Writing S
F t Revlew the Focus Standards from. Foundational Skills Focus
acts T Interactive Writing: “WOW?” Facts Word sty
Observation/Speculation/Note-Making ofsutents who might need nal- oy you will ach it abouta "WOW™ Fct you e oy (tudents are not
Foup totervantions with these Focus rquired Read and Spell
Pictures as Evidence Standards. they want) 2 Words
X . difen Facts are o e K aloud as you plan out your writing: The coolest fict | leamed oday (s 360l Phanics
fruc. Now e wil praciie using JUST a pciure as proe’ . ;f’;;';”_:"ﬁ:}::: :‘;‘;“’ e Hearned from is pcture{efer to evidence) that fles et ras!
Post/profect e ‘high - Reinforce Blends
ag. dctadls that you read heard. can eating and Digraphs.

“Things we can PROVE | Things we think aro tru, | QUESTIONS we have
are true from this picture | but CAN'T PROVE from | based on this plctare
Justthis pcture

« RLKCE: I'think the aulhor wanis

the textor nferrec)__ W do yoie

mightsgport this poind? Why?

« RLKL: TN ask yuuca question about
Something inthe ext.. Now you ask
me & question.

= RECA: A there any words n this

Independent Research: Rubric and Reading Practice

book.

energy allows.

Accountable Talk
par
Coach students o use the “WOWI" Fact Rubric 10 share thl answers.

Group Stares Who us & “WOWI™ Fact fo add 10 our chast?

‘many potnts the speaker has esrned.

Assessment and Record-Keeping

Makea

fore? Wiat o you think they.
might mean?

Beetle

St ust ik i i bl it write: “Flcs love o cat. They even cat ross fras!™
Wit shauld my tile be? 'Wha has agoo i for my compasiios (5. “Fnky Fly
Food)?
Emphasize the use of the following:
+ Purposeful decistons about whal to wrte
- Biends/digraphs
+ Knoven Power Words

Stretch It Out

As studentsattempt.to write woeds, do

not spel the words for them. They will
1.0 his, but you must mak

it cear that you il nct spell words for

them. They canook for words around

the rom, or they can Strtch It Out

Teach sudents t stretch outthe word

as they say

d
+ Senences
« Tiles
- Environmental print
Wi ket factthey are going o write about? Give sach student 3 dad sheet of
pap: y what

Independent Writing

‘sounds, providing them with the agency

can. They first. Then, as they writ
the following:

« scabie
+ Magicline (2 blank line o Fepresenta word o whole thought)
- Random leters
+ Lettes thot match sounds

(See Kinsey Developracntal Writing Scalo n Appendix)

Phonics-Based Spelling

approximations of oral language.

Teacher Guide: Grade K, Unit 4 Entomology (Informational Research Unit)
Topic 1, Lesson 2: Student Writing Samples and Pacing Guide

ENTOMOLOGY

Pacing Guide

‘Each lesson is packed with rich content and, depending on student interest, can be enjoyed several times

Repetition and pih of inguiry and build students’ knowledge on the topics.
o
‘ Rein s
Lewon | Topic Science Objectives Jending | Pronciogical | pppicy
Bhonaic | (0,
P P —— 2ot
Y P — o
U P T T— e
“WOW!"Facis | (rom tex/pictures). et et andrime |
i
[P ——
B IR b i i .
P OFBE | Sort bugs by number oflcgs: s, cight, o e, e
B
T [ s e
R ——
R i
pe i bR
) PP Fp— -
22 faptations them to thrive 1n their environment. able to descs ool
e
o
‘ iy
S e
prvwry
IO T i e
g e
feee
25 | Buterdy including explaining the steps of  fun, jump
B e e
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Teacher Guide: Grade 3, Unit 3 Traditional Tales & World Cultures (Literature Genre Lab)

CCSS W.3 Rubric for a Proficient Narrative Piece

1 engage and orient the reader by:
« Establishing a situation/setting

3 pts.
P L L Gelldiiatar gudlor ok

I + Organizing an event sequence that unfolds naturally

1 use narrative techniques to develop experiences and events
and to show the responses of characters to situations:

3pts.  « Dialogue

« Description

« Pacing

T convey events and experiences precisely, through the use of
Lo |+ Concrete words and phrases
P, Sensory details

« Transitional words and phrases to show the order of events

1 provide a conclusion that follows from the events and

Lpt experiences of my story.

My story elements and techniques follow the “rules” of the

Lpt genre.

My settings, ch s, and events

Pty lesson/message/theme.

10 pts.  Proficient Answer

Introduction 27

Day 2 Lesson Focus

Differentiated Support.
Reading Lab
- T0min 240 min
5 f 1 0,
Read/Write/Discuss Complex Text pem o=
1. Establish Today’s Learning Goal hm;’m"""’lﬁ"
Now will revis d subject
ot Do e wih s bt ! o o e e ottt | R 5807
. i tor from sar o e g
Sinish ina way your reader can follow or ina way that makes him/her care about
racters yous sory your hemels) o ot Seth, Sa wm;g‘fm
2. CCSS R.5/W.3: Story Structure
Storystructre: Th organiation snd orderofeventswthin s ory.
Post o dsiribate “Ploting the Stndard Sty Sircture”
3. Model/Guided Practice: Story Structure
Lot lookcloely atthe siructure of this rdonl e
radional ale.
his ool
el tion, i
D ﬁﬂmyashwr:;ﬁx?:nmnuﬁﬂrmv time (most words,
s atenton o hink this s effctive? . Cl
P—— Plotting the Standard Story Structure
Application: What is one thing this author did that you want £ try in your own
writing?
4. Teacher Work
Formative Assessment @ Climss
oo ek o et e v it () Turning Point Crisis
5. Wrap Up
rin the wole group bactogeher.
Highlight ey earningsnd sdd o the lss graphc organzer. .
Falling Actio:
Resolution
Identifying a @
problem/goal Rising action
(problem gets worse)
i Y Y Al
: Opening Scene Middle End/Resolution
§

Teacher Guide: Grade 3, Unit 3 Traditional Tales & World Cultures (Literature Genre Lab)
Student Writing Sample and Final Project Rubric

al b TALES
Final Project Rubric LA,
Name: Teacher:
Room: Grade: Date:
Your Project Title: Your Topic:
Points | Points
Earned | possiple | C120T | Goals
. enposed by the studect and nct copicd
20 Authentic Voice from other books/sources.
- The narmativestatswith a beginning that introduces
characters and a sctting.
« The narmative includss a plot appropriate to the genre,
including a problem and soltio that communlratesan
3 | Lhenr tntcaded lesson.
Elements « The narmtive includes o clear sequence of events.
« The narrative includes an ending.
© The iterary elements and techmiques follow the “rles”of
the genre.
« 'The narmtive uses linking words to show the arder of
cveatr,
20 Narrative « Tllustrations (if used) enhance the elements of the
Techniques sartive,
- The narmativeuses detailto desribe the actions,thoughts,
and feelings of the characters.
« The author was clearly invested in making this s work of
high quality
20 | Effort: Quality | + The authr fecls that this s anc of the best things he or she
basdone.
« The narrative is interesting and fun to read.
‘Writln
20 | s + o v ool o onthe prprie g
Expertise B
100 Total
‘Teacher's Comments: Parent’s Comments:
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Teacher Guide: Grade 3, Unit 4 Marine Life (Argument Research Unit)

Day 2 Lesson Focus: Elements of Argument

Grade-Level Instruction Differentiated Support
Debate Read Complex Text Reading Lab
15-30mn. 15-30min. 2040 20-40 min
250
Debate S
N why?, 50 what? and who says? every
1. Establish Today’s Learning Goal e
Post and refer to the Focus Standard(s). e
Post the *Elements of Argument” chart.
By the end ofthis Unit,cach of you wl write @ well-reasoed, wel-researched psimspxtaly e
angument on your rescarch topic. We will use his “Flements of Argument” chart fo | Students 10 Write Argumeri, 2011,
z P skills over Uit r2
2. Introduce Elements of Argument Through
B
Talk "»!";Al‘l‘
One way ¥ P -
Tves s to ment, Identity
introduce the tdeas through talk (Smith, Wilhelm, & Fredricksen, 0, Yeal?! :ﬁx:m,h,wu
Putting Argument to Work Both in School and Out, 2012, p. 11). and Oracy Development
1. Opinion Help students sce how thetr
Unit 4
. strangest, e e fopin argumentation they wall be
. Evidence/Reasoning
Ak WHY they nd doing in this Unit. MLLs will be
reasoning). filter) and more able to fully
3. Push Their Thinking with some stmple
sk them questions ke
+ What makes you s that? Provide a structure and
e sentence stems clearly
“ posted ible.
« Wiyt Model (and have them
practice) the pronunciation
ol Isentence
ahead of time.
- When 3
allow MLLS to-
themselves i their horme
languages andor
down what they want to
say first, so they have that
additional written support.
Be aware of cultural
that : it
lain students’
e abton
certan roles o atitudes
considered accepiable .
manstrzam argument
“rules of engagement™
Week1:Day2 27

Instructional Resources & Student Rubrics

Grade-Level Instruction.
Debate Read Complex Text
15-30 min. 15-30 min.

Read Complex Text

‘provids an examgple of optnion, bl ol
1. Model

Today,

opi
the isues involving .

evidence, and ressoning.
CCSS R .8 Practice Rubric

Opinions entify e susbors cpinin (main idespositon)

it ofview. e

argument passog from Save the Ocean that you
‘1ea yestarday oc any other text with an explict
argument (L&, opinion, evidence, reasoning).
Actualttles ncluded n your colletions muay vary.
Gradual Release of Responsibility/
Apprenticeship

I DofYou Watch:

1P i opinien. Teacher models the behavior or the use of key
vocabulary, concepts, and thought processes as they
e
3ptn. | Proficient Anawer 1 DofYou Help: Collaborative Productivity
Teacher continues to model. inviting students to
Theseares bl % You Do Togather/I Help: Gradual Release of
o Students prictice together s teacher lstens n and
cause confusion for your students.
Teacher provides guidance, prompting and
2. Guided Practice coaching.
P You Do It Alone/] Assist, as Needed:
identify the author’s oplnion, evidence, and reasoning, Independent

Fovencs betweens facts practice as teacher litens n and oboerves to ases.
‘Students will not be experts. today. The idea is to
Exparts o Argument todey: o Repeat until all students are proficient.

Doatlt Wikelm,
the EL Think-Alowd
content. Strategics, 2001, p. 14

3. Wrap Up Fact vs. Opinion

‘Create an “Tssuss In Marine Lifé’ Anchor Chart. Callect isues/
controversies related to this Unit of Study.

28 Week 1 Day2

Grade-Level Instruction

Debate Read Complex Text
15-30mmn, 1530 min
Writing
1. Set Focus

What dicl you think was the mest impartani thing you
fearmed about Marine Life? What makes this the miost
nt

Differentiated Support
Reading Lab Writing
20-40 mun. 20-40min.

CCSS RI/W.I Rubric

Opinion: The most inersting hing | lesrncd was._

requires students to form an opinion)?
Be sure to include:
- Your apnien.
-« vidence.
+ Your reasoning.
« Atleast ome direct quote, with sourcefs) cited.
. Model

Model f necessary to ensure students’ success with
the

o

w

Independent Writing
Students write for 10-30 minutes.
. Teacher Work

Monitor for Engagement
Ensure all students are on task.

IS

Formative Assessment/Writing Coach

Check for Understanding

Evidence:
‘o o mors.f he exte you resd.
Renoning: 1 think this & rell nteresting becase_

Citation: e, author page number

Proficient Ancver.

progress.
One-on-One Conferences

add logical reasoming, andror ctethetr sources.
Share Good Examples

A Studens work,

Document

Collect student writimg as evidence of students learning,

the Cl
Wlting Prompt proficiently.

Week 1: Day 2

51

Teacher Guide: Grade 3, Unit 4 Marine Life (Argument Research Unit)

Student Constructed Response Sample
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